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Shchekinoazot: construction 
continues!
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If Shchekinoazot 
carries out all 
its plans, it will 
become the 
largest methanol 
manufacturer in 
Russia.

JOBS
created by 
Shchekinoazot 
at the new 
combined 
methanol 
and ammonia 
production 
facilities.

SLOBODA

MILLION 
DOLLARS
have been 
invested in the 
construction 
and production 
expansion of 
Shchekinoazot 
from 2005 to 
2018.
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All water will be collected 
and purified at the newly 

constructed treatment facilities. 
There is very little solid and 

gaseous waste, as we use only 
modern catalysts.

And the company has no 
plans to stop there. Together 
with the German company 

PetroKarboHem, we plan to 
build a perfume dimethyl ether 
unit, which is entirely unique to 

Russia.

Oleg Makarov

Just three years ago, this 
site was completely empty. 
And now, the construction 
of a new grand project, 
the combined methanol 
and ammonia production 
facility, is actively underway 
here. This project will boost 
Shchekinoazot to become 
the leader of the chemical 
industry in Russia.

The symbolic first stone at 
the project's construction 
site was laid in 2014, and 

2015 already saw a significant 
anniversary for the company, as 
the first pile was hammered in. 
Now construction is in full swing 
and works are being carried out 
around the clock, regardless of 
weather conditions.

Sloboda's correspondents 
visited the object under 
construction and saw everything 
with their own eyes. Oleg 
Makarov, the Deputy Director 

Shchekinoazot has been 
implementing its ambitious 
projects since 2005. For 

example, production facilities for 
urea formaldehyde concentrate 
and phenol formaldehyde resins, 
which were constructed using 
the most modern technologies. 
And in 2011, the company also 
commissioned the first-ever 
large M-450 high-tech methanol 
production unit in Russia.

General and a project manager 
for Shchekinoazot spoke with us 
about the project, its jobs, and the 
company's prospects and other 
ambitious plans.

- Mr. Makarov, what is so 
unique about this new project?

- What is unique here is the 

else in the world. It's complicated, 
it's new, and so far, many have 
only implemented this technology 
on paper. But we will have 
the world's first real operating 
production facility of this type! 
We're planning to produce 450 
thousand tonnes of methanol and 
135 thousand tonnes of ammonia 
per year.

- What are the difficulties of 

building in winter, and how can 
you not stop processes, yet 
continue to work?

- Of course, there are difficulties 
caused by negative temperatures, 
but we always find a way out. 
There is a way to pour concrete 
at negative temperatures thanks 
to special additives to the solution 
that help retain plasticity during 
transportation from the factory 
to the construction site. We also 
use a special technology to heat 
concrete, and thus the planned 
indicators of concrete quality are 
achieved within 7-8 days, just as 
in the warm season. To finish the 
rooms, we use local heat guns.

- How environmentally 
friendly is this project?

- Specially for this project 
we have an encumbrance: the 
construction of treatment facilities 
for industrial storm water.

The new production facility 
meets all modern requirements 
for industrial and environmental 
safety.

- Tell us about your partners. 
Who is helping you with this 
project?

- The general contractor chosen 
through a tender is Volgograd's 
Neftezavodmontazh. They have 
the best ratio of price, quality and 
implementation deadlines. Plus, 
we also work with 15 different 
subcontracting companies. There 
are Tula companies in there as 
well, and the market demands that 
only Russian companies work on 
construction.

In partnership with Chinese 
companies, we are in the middle 
of planning compacting units for 
ammonium sulfate and sulfuric 
acid. In total, from 2005 to 2018, 
investments in the implementation 
of the Shchekinoazot strategic 
development program will reach 
$882 million.

Another contribution of 
Shchekinoazot to the industrial 
development of Tula Region is 
record production volumes, high 
levels of industrial safety, and 
new jobs. Such indicators make it 
more than possible to become the 
leader of the chemical industry in 
Russia. There are always new, no 
less global, projects awaiting the 
company in the future.

company never stops developing, 
either. At the moment, we have 
plans to build the third methanol 
unit, which will produce 500,000 
tonnes of product per year. After 
this project is complete, in 4-5 
years we will become Russia's top 
methanol producer.

- What stage is the work at 
now?

- Currently, we are assembling 
metal structures, about 45% of 
equipment installation has been 
completed, and we have already 
started installing technological 
pipelines. Almost 95% of 
excavation and concrete work 
is also completed. There'll be a 
separate methanol warehouse 
as well, which is likewise almost 
finished. We're planning to start 
commissioning in March.

- When is the object 
scheduled to be completed?

- In 2013, we started by 
developing the basic project, and 
the scheduled deadline is Q2 
2018. The majority of construction 
and installation works should be 
completed this year, but preparing 
production of this magnitude 
will also take a long time. This is 
because of things like flushing, 
purging, steaming pipelines, 
testing the equipment that has 
already been installed, and only 
then can commissioning work 
begin. All this will take about six 
months.

- How many additional 
jobs will this create for 
Shchekinoazot?

- About 180 jobs. However, the 
labor market is a bit problematic 
right now. There are no trained 
equipment operators currently 
available, as this profession is 
quite specific. We hire people with 
a higher education and just teach 
them the profession on the spot. 
So in the end, this problem can be 
solved.

- Mr. Makarov, how much was 
invested in this project?

- By now, about 10 billion 
roubles have been invested, and 
the total  cost is around 19 billion.

- What prospects does this 
open up for the company after 
the facility is commissioned?

- We will catch up to the leaders 
of the Russian market in terms of 
methanol production volumes. Our 

fact that one 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
chain will be 
producing two 
products at once, 
methanol and 
ammonia.

As of yet, there 
is nothing else 
like this anywhere 

The total area of the new grand project's construction of combined 
methanol and ammonia production facility, is about 5 hectares.
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